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A New Study b

EWG Consultancies, Studies and Human
Development Center on Promoting Human Rights in Kuwait as

a Soft Power, Tools of Strengthening Position

Asaad Al-Fahd: Kuwait is one of the countries that
significantly observe and respect Human Rights related
International Conventions.

The study conducted by Asaad Al-Fabd, the Political Bescarcher m Soll Power and Presadent of EWG

Consultancics, Stsdics and Human Devel

sipnificantly observes amd respects Human Rights related intemaiional treatics

-
¢ \/

Accordmg 1o the stady ttled
“Promoting Human Rights in
Kuwail as a Sofl Power... Tools of
Position Strengthening”™, “Kuwail's
implementation of micrnational
conventions in the arena of human
rights was one of the resons resulted
in Securnity Council membership for
P consecutive lenms, Additsonally,
Kuwail became a member of Human
Rights Council durmg 20011-2014,
for ohserving related imemational
comvenlions”.

It addresses human rights as one of
Kuwaiti sofl power 1ools, method

of devotion for being a primary
characteristic of Kuwaith politieal
svstemy imwardlhy and onbw erl:.-_

and how 1o be emploved, extent of
ellfectivencss and limats of influcnce,
by promoting humean rights in Kuwait

Thee study reilerates poeessary
presentation of Kuwaiti effons exened

in the fickd of human rights and
utilzation of fs long march and
historical experiment, derived from
its Constitutvon and cthical and
sociclal values, which respect ansd
protect rights for all ciieens and
expatniates within Kuwaah lemmitory,
As asserted by Assad Al-Fahd,

it s paviolal to ulilize Kwaast
experiment m pronsdimg human
rights at the bocal, regional

and imternatsonal levels, as

h\-:u.# a soipee of sofi pvwer
Additionally, it has other sources
distinetly Featuring Kuwait, such
as imbermedzation diplomacy for
sctllmg imlematsonal dispules and
conllicts, and mitcrnatiomal reliel
mds in the mamsiream of charvable
endenvors across the world, by
which if was namsed by United
Matonals as 8 world humastanan
cender. Such assets should be
directed for serving Kawait
stralcgic secunty.

Leading Experiment and
Universal Contributions
Accordmg 1o the stady, Kuwail has
a leading experimcnl in promoting
human nghts at the micmational

orgamizatsons, The first contnbulion
was i 16T, when Kuwal
proposed establshing the

League Human Rights Awa

up b0 2000, in addition

proposed mwodification «
Commiltee™ name

In termis of pecessity 1o Kuwail's
ralafication of mone inlematsonal
conveniwns, the study assertod

a mumber of comventions that
should be conssdered, pasticularly
those related 1o iMematsonal low
enforcement mechanisns, Rome
Siafuic of Intermsiions] Criminal

opmend Center, concluded that Kuwait is one of the countrics that

Vi

Asaad Al-Fahd

it mamaged o provide many
legislative, institutionsl and societal
assuranees for lumsan |;g!'||-‘

* Simce independence, Kuwail is
haghly imerested m promding
amd protecting human nghts

by enacting the Constitulzon

that eovered many articles and
provisions that are compliant

with Imematsonal Declaration

of Human Rights and the related
nternational conventions and
covenants. Constilution is the
main safepuard and first line of
defense of human rights in Kuwait
ihat was :,ell.u,lq,'d i Constituiion of
1L 1962 by principles of Islamic
Shara, sponsorng such nights
aml mtermaionl comventions

anmd covenants, particularly
Intemational Declamtion of Human
Rights, and o #dead For susch
rights

* Simee independence, Kuwait

is n,Tﬂ to achicve justice aml
equality im lsman nghts. It ratified
seven conventions by Inbermational
Labor Chganiration m lerms of
human rights, i.e. Convention No
(&7 on Freedom of Association
aml Protection of the Right

The study asserts
estment of
Kuwait:s efforts in the
arena of human rights and
its historical experiment
from Constitution
and societal values.

Orgamize (1961 ), Conventicns No
{20 amd { 105} on Foreed Labor
{168 and 1961 respeciiy L—I:\.‘]_
Comvention No, (111) on

human rights and frecdoms

by linking human rights with
sustninable development goals
Kuwait is highly concemed
wilth implementing susininable
development goals mitified

by LM in September 2015,
expressly cenlered omn LN Charter,
Intermational Dieclaration of
Human Fights and convenlions
okl covenants of human rights
by combaning such goals imto
the Sinte’s developmental plans,
CMICETTHNE SUppoting issues of
wormesn, child, elders, education
and healtheare. State of Kuwait
plavs a pivotal role in charitable
wark al the local, regional and
international levels that is highly
praised by UM bodies, which
named the late Emir of Kuwair,

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah,

as the Leader of Hamanitarian
Action. and selectod Kawail as the
Center of Hamanitagian Action

Challenges despite Achlevements:

According 10 Al-Fahd, despite the
multiple schicvements by Kuwait
in termes of haman rights, il faces
some challenges that requiare
wersistent efforts to maintain the
ight image of Kuwait in the fickl
of human nights and employ il as
= sofi power that strengthens ils
political and stmiegic posilion in
:-u,-l:;mlul and intermational sphere
These challenges include

= lllcgal residents, as the issuc

of Siaicless !"q.‘npl" of Bedoon

is e mosl controversial and
dehatable, in addition o many
imternational criticisms amnd
haman rights reports, despite
many breakthroughs resulting in
decreasing number of Bedoon
allermath Kuwail Liberation War,

Court, stateless nights conventions
and some conventsons on labor
rights in the mainstream of
International Labor Onganization
The siudy mtroduced the haman
rights int ponal comventions
ratified by Kuwait, inclsding

* International Covenant on Civil
and Politscal Kaghts and the
enclosed Protocol.

= Inlornational Covenanl on
Ecomomie, Culural and Social
Rights

= Inlernational Convention on the
Elimanation of All Forms of Eacial
Drscrinvination of 1965

= The Convention on the Prevention
and Pumishment of the Crinse of
Gienocide of 1948

= Slavery Comvention of 1926,

Kuwait has a leading
experimeant in supporting
and promoting human

= The Convention against Torune

and Other Croel, Inharman

of Degrading Treatment or

Punishment of 1984

= Palermo Pratocol for Preventing

Human Trafficking

= The Arab Charter for Human and

Peoples” Righis of 2004

= Convention on the Rights of the

Child of 1989

* Comvention on the Elimination

of All Forms of Discrimanation

against Women of 1979,

Kuowniti Efforts for Promoting

Human Righis:

Al-Fahd enumerated the clfons

exeried by Kuwail for promoting

human mghts for its decp beliel

i such rights ansd their cileet on

mlividiusal and socictal life ahke,

including

= Including human nghts file in

its developmental plan, as per the
provisions of Law No, (9) of 2000
on State’s Developmental Flan in
all arcas, including Ministry of
Forcign Adlirs, as being concemed
with lollowmg up, reviewing and
promoting such nghts, particularly
i terms of intemational
comventions, Foreign relations,
drailing reports and conducting
specialisad training courses, ete

= Ratilyang six oul of sevien L
primary convenbions on human
nights. Since idependence,
Kuwait it highly concemed with
eqaality and justice in human
mights, by taking sctions aiming
al guarantecing and protecting
such rights, in line with nature
of Kuwaiti socicty. Actually,

Discrimanation of Emplovment
apd Occupation (|1 966), and
Conventions Mo, (1 38) and { 152)
on Mindmum Age and Worst Forms
of Child Labaor {15999 and 2000
respoctively) and Comvention Mo
(98 on Right to Cganire and
Callective Dargaining { 2007,

= Siate of Kuwail established
Natiomal Diwan for Human Rights,
whach 15 an inemational modion
stating that bodics (off human
rights) shall be admanistratively
and financially mdependent, and
there should be organizations
between civil socicty organieations
and povermnmental authoritics

= It encournges establishment of
civil society organizations for
caring Ffor human rights, including
Kwwait Socicly for Human Rights,
Kuwnaati Assocmbion of the Basse
Evaluators for Human Rights,
Kuwait Society for Democracy
Development, Kuwail Sociay
for Defending Public Funds,
Kuwail Transparcncy Socicty,
engagad in counlening cormaplion
and promoting principle of
IAmSpArCTeY.
= In addation, Kuwail sct socictal
saleguands for devoting human
rights concepds by spreading
human rights culiure amidst
Kuwaili socicly teaching
principles of democracy and
human rights in secondary schools
curmiculn, for deepening such
principles in students who shall
be voders one day. In lme with
Arab endeavors aming M sctling
an Arab plan for human rights
education, parallebed with Arab
League cagemess to establish an
Arab regional system For human
rights thal ensures profection of
such rights and upbringing future
poencrations accardingly
Suppoerting and Fr ling
Freedom of Opinion and
Expression:
According to the stsdy, the most
significant arcas in whach Kuwait
madle notable progress dunng
the last vears include freedom
of opinion ond expressions
Modeworthy, the Mational
Assembly, in March 20086, rniificd
a reformative Law of Press and
Publications, for giving more
freadoms o mass media and
lickmsing new daily newspapers.
Comsequently, many nowspapers
W |KI|.'||Ih]I\'\d- andd griven a greal
extent of freedom, which i the
lighest seross Arab countrcs
Ihe same was agreed o by mamy
mternational repons concerned
with frecdom of journalizm
The study clearky refamed 1o
Kuwaati political leadershap’s
salisfaction with necessary
promotson and support of

following codification of 42%
of Bedoon, However, they lace
problems of unemployment, low
income, and mability 1o pay for
services, panticularly educaton
sl health, leading o spread of
illiterney, unemployvment, poverty,
high crime rabes and suicide cases
It rexquires finding a radical and
comprehensive solution for such
oulstanding problem in Kuwait
Conclushons and
Recommendations:
In conclusion, sccording 1o Asand
Al-Fahd, EWG President, the
sty concheded & mumber of
findings and recommendations.
Kawaiti managed to make great
strides im enyploying sofl power
for being posationed regionally
sl internationally, snd sdded
new Factors, such as promoting
freedoms and inaproving haman
righits sitaation. Accordingly, the
achml effectivity of Kuwan's
soft power is derived from many
sowrces, significantly
* Local political system, as Kuwait
is the first GCC country that
drafied a written civil constitution
anil a parliament that is being
elecied by direct lree poll sinee the

Soft Power is a primary
| for enhancing
influence b
nmmng SUrOTE
at the regional and
international levels.

sixties, covering broad spectrum of
Kuwaiti people

= Emploving the policy of
q,'t'_tll|||\rl.|ll1! and positive
unbissedpess in g T e |
intcrnational sphere

= Efforts aml expernience of Kuwail,
sivoe independence. of playing

an intermediation role to sclile
regional and mtermational conflicts

= Kuwaily ciforts in humansasian
actions and reliel anks around the
hohe

= Thee suthentic cthacal valscs,
inchuding observing, respecting and
promoting human nghts and sciting
constittional, institutional and
socicial assurances for protecting
amel devoting freedoms

= Sl power 15 a supporting

[ctor For many ssucs. [ paves
the way for concluding economic
agrecment and trealics sometimes,
aned building country-level
alliznees other times, Currently,
sofl power ks a political 1ol for
enhancing influcnce and active
presence, based on sirategy of
strenglhemng Slate™s repulation,
umage and position al the regional
andd intemational levels
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